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Natural Resources - Water 
Directions: Read the passage.  Then answer the questions from the reading. 

 

Icecap Ocean Steam 

 

Water covers 71% of the Earth's surface and is found mostly in oceans and other large 

bodies of water.  97% of water on the Earth is salt water and only 3% as fresh water. 

Water refers to its liquid form, but it also has a solid state (ice) and a gas state (steam). 

• It is estimated that 69% of worldwide water use is for irrigation 

• It is estimated that 15% of worldwide water use is industrial. 

• It is estimated that 15% of worldwide water use is for household purposes. 

 

Fresh water is a renewable resource that is made possible through the water cycle. 

This is where water moves from the earth to the air and back again through plants and 

trees. Yet the world's supply of clean, fresh water is steadily decreasing. Water demand 

exceeds supply as the world population continues to rise.  More people, means more water 

needed.  Water pollution is one of the main concerns of the world today. The governments 

of many countries have striven to find solutions to reduce this problem. 

 

1. What is the solid state of water?  

2. Is water pollution a problem in the world?  

3. What % of the earth’s surface is covered by water?  

4. Is water a renewable resource? How is possible?  

5. What activity is water used most for?  
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• It is estimated that 69% of worldwide water use is for irrigation 
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Fresh water is a renewable resource that is made possible through the water cycle. 

This is where water moves from the earth to the air and back again through plants and 

trees. Yet the world's supply of clean, fresh water is steadily decreasing. Water demand 

exceeds supply as the world population continues to rise.  More people, means more water 

needed.  Water pollution is one of the main concerns of the world today. The governments 

of many countries have striven to find solutions to reduce this problem. 

 

1. What is the solid state of water? Ice 

2. Is water pollution a problem in the world? Yes 

3. What % of the earth’s surface is covered by water? 71% 

4. Is water a renewable resource? How is possible? Yes, through the water cycle. 

5. What activity is water used most for? Irrigation 
 


