
Name:    Date:   

Independence Day (Fourth of July) 
Directions: Read the passage.  Then answer the questions from the reading. 

   

 

In the United States, Independence Day, also known as the Fourth of July, is a 

federal holiday celebrating the adoption of the Declaration of Independence (pictured 

above right)  on July 4, 1776 - the day that America officially declared freedom from the 

Great Britain.  The document was prepared in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania by a 

Committee of Five, with Thomas Jefferson as its principal author.  The Declaration of 

Independence is more than just a piece of paper. It is a symbol of our country's 

independence and commitment to freedom. 

Independence Day is commonly associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, 

carnivals, picnics, concerts, baseball games, and other events celebrating the history, 

government, and traditions of the United States. Independence Day is the national day of 

the United States. 

 

1. What does Independence Day celebrate?  

2. 
Name two activities associated with Independence 
Day?  

3. What is another name for Independence Day?  

4. 
What city/state was The Declaration of 
Independence prepared in?  

5. 
Who was the principal author of The Declaration of 
Independence?  
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federal holiday celebrating the adoption of the Declaration of Independence (pictured 

above right)  on July 4, 1776 - the day that America officially declared freedom from the 

Great Britain.  The document was prepared in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania by a 

Committee of Five, with Thomas Jefferson as its principal author.  The Declaration of 

Independence is more than just a piece of paper. It is a symbol of our country's 

independence and commitment to freedom. 

Independence Day is commonly associated with fireworks, parades, barbecues, 

carnivals, picnics, concerts, baseball games, and other events celebrating the history, 

government, and traditions of the United States. Independence Day is the national day of 

the United States. 

 

1. What does Independence Day celebrate? Freedom from Great Britain 

2. 
Name two activities associated with Independence 
Day? Picnics, Concerts 

3. What is another name for Independence Day? Fourth of July 

4. 
What city/state was The Declaration of 
Independence prepared in? Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

5. 
Who was the principal author of The Declaration of 
Independence? Thomas Jefferson 
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