
Name:    Date:   

Labor Day 
Directions: Read the passage.  Then answer the questions from the reading. 

  

 

Labor Day is a United States federal holiday observed on the first Monday in 

September.  The holiday originated in the year 1882 as the Central Labor Union of New 

York City sought to create "a day off for the working citizens."  May 4 was chosen to 

remember the Haymarket Affair which was an effort to win the eight-hour workday, 

instead of the ten- to twelve-hour days that were common. 

Labor Day is celebrated by most Americans as the symbolic end of the summer.  

Today, Labor Day is often regarded as a day of rest and parades. Speeches or political 

demonstrations are less frequent than in the past.  Forms of celebration include picnics, 

barbecues, fireworks displays, water sports, and public art events. Families with school-

age children take it as the last chance to travel before the end of summer. 

 

1. What is the meaning or purpose of Labor Day?  

2. Name two celebrations that are common on Labor Day?  

3. What day is Labor Day celebrated?  

4. What year did the holiday originate?  

5. Is Labor Day known as the end of summer?  
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Directions: Read the passage.  Then answer the questions from the reading. 

  

 

Labor Day is a United States federal holiday observed on the first Monday in 

September.  The holiday originated in the year 1882 as the Central Labor Union of New 

York City sought to create "a day off for the working citizens."  May 4 was chosen to 

remember the Haymarket Affair which was an effort to win the eight-hour workday, 

instead of the ten- to twelve-hour days that were common. 

Labor Day is celebrated by most Americans as the symbolic end of the summer.  

Today, Labor Day is often regarded as a day of rest and parades. Speeches or political 

demonstrations are less frequent than in the past.  Forms of celebration include picnics, 

barbecues, fireworks displays, water sports, and public art events. Families with school-

age children take it as the last chance to travel before the end of summer. 

 

1. What is the meaning or purpose of Labor Day? A day off for working citizens 

2. Name two celebrations that are common on Labor Day? Picnics, Fireworks 

3. What day is Labor Day celebrated? First Monday in September 

4. What year did the holiday originate? 1882 

5. Is Labor Day known as the end of summer? Yes 
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