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Name:   Date:   
 

GEORGE WASHINGTON 
Read the timeline and fill in the blanks. 

1732 
Born in Westmoreland County, Virginia to a planter family, Washington learned the morals, manners, 
and body of knowledge requisite for an 18th century Virginia gentleman.  He pursued two intertwined 
interests: military arts and western expansion. 

1738 At 16 he helped survey Shenandoah lands for Thomas, Lord Fairfax. 

1754 At 22 years of age he was commissioned a lieutenant colonel, to fight the first battles of what grew into 
the French and Indian War. 

1759 
For the next 16 years Washington managed his lands around Mount Vernon and remained somewhat 
distant from politics.  Washington married Martha Dandridge Custis.  George and Martha had a good 
marriage, and together raised her two children from her previous marriage. 

1775 
The Second Continental Congress elected Washington Commander in Chief of the Continental Army.  
Washington assumed command of the Continental Army in the field at Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
and embarked upon the Revolutionary war that was to last six grueling years. 

1781 American Revolution ends with American victory in Yorktown, Virginia with British recognition of the 
United States independence. 

1783 
The Treaty of Paris was signed.  This treaty officially recognized the independence of the United 
States from British rule.  Washington disbanded his army and gave a farewell address to his soldiers.  
Washington retired to Mount Vernon, but not for long. 

1787 Washington presided over the Philadelphia Convention that drafted the United States Constitution in 
1787 because of general dissatisfaction with the Articles of Confederation. 

1789 
Washington took the oath of office as the first President under the Constitution for the United States of 
America on April 30 at Federal Hall in New York City.  John Adams was elected Vice President and 
would later become the second President of the United States. 

1797 Washington leaves office of the President after 2 terms. 

1799 Washington enjoyed less than three years of retirement at Mount Vernon, for he died of a throat 
infection in December. 

In ___________George Washington was born in ___________________________ to a to a planter family.  

At age 22, he fought in what would become the _______________ & _______________ War.  For the next 

16 years Washington managed his lands around _____________________ and married Martha Dandridge 

Custis.  In 1775 after Washington was elected Commander in Chief of the Continental Army he embarked 

upon the _______________________ War.  The American Revolution ended with American victory in 

Yorktown, Virginia in ___________.  After the war - Washington retired to Mount Vernon, but only for a short 

time.  In 1787, he presided over the Philadelphia Convention that drafted the ________________________.  

In ___________ Washington took the oath of office as the first President or the United States of America.  

Washington served 2 terms as President and left office in ___________. 
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